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DEFINITIONS of Sexism

The belief that one sex (usually the male) is naturally superior to the other and should
dominate most important areas of political, economic, and social life. Sexist discrimination in
the United States in the past has denied opportunities to women in many spheres of activity.
Many allege that it still does.


http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/sexism
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It is the use of language which devalues members of one sex, almost invariably women,
and thus fosters gender inequality. It discriminates against women by rendering them
invisible or trivializing them at the same time that it perpetuates notions of male supremacy.
(University of the Philippines Open University)

Sexism is a political issue today. It affects the language we choose to use. Many people
speaking or writing English today wish to avoid using language which supports unfair or
untrue attitudes to a particular sex, usually women.

When Neil Armstrong stepped onto the moon he uttered a memorable sentence: "That's
one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind." If he had landed on the moon in the
mid-'90s no doubt he would have said a much more politically correct sentence: "That's one
small step for a person, one giant leap for humankind." Less poetic but certainly more
literally representative of the whole of the human race! (Linquarama Language courses)
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